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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A historic building, the halls of Lew Wallace are adorned with the colors of student work 
and natural light. Just down the main hall, clad with Mickey Mouse Ears, a string of rainbow 
pom-poms and the names of students, you’ll find the classroom of our 2019 ATF Fed Rep of 
the Year, Celeste Hernandez. Welcoming colleagues at LWES for 15 years, Celeste has helped 
to organize her school site to reach 100% ATF union membership—a feat that our union  
has never celebrated until this year. 

Shirley Berg, Los Ranchos ES
She truly works to get us all the information needed from the 
Union. She is open and available to all employees at the school 
who has questions about the union and truly knows the contract 
or works to find the answer.

Cyndy Bowra, Elementary Fine Arts 
Cyndy has been an excellent Fed Rep for the Elementary Fine Arts 
Program. She always returns calls and emails in a timely manner 
and then checks back to confirm results. If unsure about anything 
she researches the issue and reports her findings.

Jennifer Cao, Wherry ES
Jennifer is awesome. She's a great advocate for the teachers 
here. She always tries to find the answers to questions and 
solutions to problems we may be having.

Kelly Dutro, Manzano HS
Kelly Dutro gets more done in a morning than most people 
accomplish in one week… how she communicates is nothing 
short of awe inspiring. Even when she is in direct conflict with 
an administrator, she manages to wrap up a conversation with 
grace, thereby engendering good will and fostering productive 
relationships. Not surprisingly, Kelly's presence and activism  
led to increased union enrollment at Manzano this year.

Robert Feuer, Highland HS
Robert is very proactive in keeping faculty informed about school 
policies that can have direct impact on teachers. He is also very 
energetic in his activism on campus and off.

Patricia Halama, Counseling, Van Buren MS
Pat always makes sure all staff has the most updated union infor-
mation and is a great advocate for all staff members, especially 
counselors and support staff. Pat will go out of her way to explain 
the contract and all member activities going on throughout the 
district and actively seeks to recruit new members.

Rosie Hood, La Cueva HS
In the 2 years Rosie has been working for us, she's provided 
more information than I got in the previous 4 years without her, 
combined. She's informative, to the point, enthusiastic, realistic, 
and honest. She's willing to do the work, generous with her time, 
and open to conversation…when she gets any information, she 
passes it on to all of us, indiscriminately, and without any backdoor 
or sidedoor exceptions. She's an exemplary figure of what the 
Union could be.

Cynthia Ives, Mountain View ES
This lady has passion like that of a wild fire!... She is a consistent 
attendee at union meetings, attends all union rallies and goes 
to the round house every year during the legislative session to 
advocate for educators and students alike. She is a firm believer 
that you can make a difference if you participate and lets everyone 
know that our jobs are political whether we like it or not. She often 
writes to political figures such as her congressmen…and belongs 
to the PAR committee that helps teachers who are struggling. She 
says she wants to help them to find their passion in teaching again!

Mary Kelly, Albuquerque HS
Mary inspires us to do better and to continue to fight for our 
rights as union members… This person has, over the past three 
years, been consistently kicking ass for the working class. Her 
work checks off all of the boxes identified as constitutive of 
nominees without breaking a sweat…She recruits new members, 
especially first year teachers and is aware and articulate in contract 
language… We in the AFT, at AHS, and within APS generally, 
have been very lucky to have Mary Kelly on our side.

Justin Kirker, West Mesa HS
For most of this year, Justin has been going at it alone as a union 
rep. At our school, this is a feat since many past union reps felt 
very uneasy about their work. The fact that he went at it alone and 
without any concerns is commendable. Additionally, he is always 
very accessible to anyone needing help.

In March, we asked ATF members for nominations for 
“Fed Rep of the Year.” Once they were compiled, the 
ATF Executive Council reviewed all the nominations, 
carefully considering what the members wrote in their 
statements, as well as the following criteria:

We would like to take this opportunity to recognize all 
the ATF Fed Reps who were nominated for “Fed Rep of 
the Year.” It was clear upon reading the nominations, 
that so many of you go above and beyond to be a union 
leader, a teacher-leader and a pillar in your school’s 
community. Thank you for everything you do. Your 
colleagues had wonderful things to say about you!
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Quietly seated in the back row at Fed Rep Council Meetings, you may never know 
that Celeste is a fierce advocate and organizer at her school site. One colleague who 
nominated Celeste described her voice on the Lew Wallace Instructional Council 
as "critical, lending her knowledge of the contract to advocate for staff rights and 
student learning."

As an ATF unionist, she volunteers her time at the ATF/APS New Teacher Orientation 
each year, welcoming new educators to the district while informing them about  
the importance of our union. Without question, her compassion and concern for  
the well-being of her students and colleagues led to her become a part of the Crisis 
in the Classroom Task Force, which addressed the ongoing concern of students  
coming to our classrooms with trauma. As a consistent advocate for students at  
her community school, it is not surprising that her nominators wrote about  
Celeste as “an experienced, caring teacher who is always looking to make our 
students' lives better.” 

Her concern for the betterment of our community transcends the walls of her  
school. Celeste is a part of the ATF Election Committee, is a recent graduate of ATF 
Union School and understands that our jobs as educators are inherently political. 
Always present at political rallies and marches, she goes above and beyond to 
“encourage [LWES] staff to vote and to be aware of the issues on the ballot,”  
wrote one of her nominators.

Celeste’s deeply informed nature about the importance of collective voice and  
having a union coupled with her understated humor and easy-going personality 
have undoubtedly invited colleagues to learn more about our union, helping Lew 
Wallace reach 100% ATF membership. 

Perhaps it is not a coincidence that Celeste is both a Disney enthusiast and a strong 
unionist? Much like the vision of Walt Disney, Fed Reps like Celeste help us dream big 
about our own union—a world of possibilities with union solidarity and strength.
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“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; 
they just have the heart.” 

- Elizabeth Andrew, Australian politician

By Ellen Bernstein

I started volunteering in my union 
because years ago a middle school 
teacher named Helen called and 
offered me free pizza if I would vol-
unteer at the ATF office one evening 
making calls to other teachers about 
joining our union. Free pizza is a good 
thing, but it certainly wasn’t what 
kept me coming back night after night 
and year after year to deeply engage 
in union work. It was a connection to 
something greater than myself. Some 
would call that purpose. 

I was reflecting on why this was 
important to my younger teacher-self 
as I was preparing this edition of the 
Teachers' Voice in which we honor the 
incredible work of all the teachers 
who volunteer to make our union 
strong. There is much written about 
the importance of finding purpose in 
your work and in your life. 

One leading expert on resilience, 
Andrew Shatté, Ph.D., writes: 

By aligning your efforts with some-
thing bigger than yourself or your  
own achievements, you infuse your 
efforts with passion and purpose.

Of course, teaching gave my life great 
purpose, the kind of purpose I think 
only my public school peers can truly 
understand. Incredibly, that feeling of 
purpose grew exponentially through 
the years as I worked in contexts 
beyond my classroom side by side with 
teachers pursuing our belief in the 
importance of public education.

In a Forbes Magazine article, author 
Margie Warrell notes that research 
on motivation finds “purpose-driven 
people”: 

• Are four times more likely to be 
engaged at work and 50% more 
likely to be a leader and have 64% 
higher level of career satisfaction;

• Earn a higher income and have a 
higher net worth;

• Enjoy 42% more contentment 
overall and live 7 years longer.

My fellow unionists listed in this May 
edition of the Teachers’ Voice have all 
found diverse and unique ways of be-
ing a part of something greater than 
themselves. I deeply appreciate and 
thank each person and sincerely hope 
that their involvement in their union 
has added to their individual sense of 
collective purpose. I know without any 
doubt that all these individual efforts 
equate to our collective strength. 

In solidarity,

Individual 
E f f o r t s
Collective 
Strength
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Simon Goes to Law School!
Simon X. Cao, ATF Staff Representative

Hailing from a union household in the Pacific Northwest, Simon learned the strength of collective power 
as a child. Simon came to our union strongly rooted in the importance of solidarity—from watching his 
dad labor as a railroad worker, and later finding his niche for Labor research in graduate school. 

Simon first arrived in New Mexico as a student-athlete to play football at Highlands University, where he 
became a starting defensive back as a freshman. It was in those college years that Simon met his future 
wife, Jennifer—who also came to our state as a student-athlete. On and off the field, Simon dem-
onstrated his leadership skills and he was selected as a defensive team captain. Later, he was elected 
President of the Graduate Student Association of NM Highlands University. After graduate school, Simon 
moved back to the Northwest where he worked as an academic advisor at Reed College in Portland. 

But it was ATF’s good fortune to bring Simon back to New Mexico in 2014 to serve as a Staff Representa-
tive. With no prior experience in educator unions or with public school districts, Simon utilized his quick-

study, analytical skills from Day One. In a foreshadowing of things to come, one of Simon’s first assignments was to prepare a post-arbitration brief 
for a case presented by an ATF attorney. Instead of a “first draft,” Simon created a brief that was accepted and presented by our attorney with very 
few changes. Perhaps, that was a sign…

In his five years as an ATF Staff Rep, Simon has continued to hone his talents in all areas of union work: defending employee rights; negotiating 
and writing contract language; analyzing District budgets; winning compensation disputes; and, organizing. Many educators have benefitted from 
Simon’s dedication to workers’ rights. He has advanced the cause of unionism during his time with us. 

We wish Simon great success as he continues his Labor activism into Law School. Congratulations on Penn State, Simon! We’re proud of you!

Retirement Looks Good on You, Ed!
Ed Monjarás, ATF Staff Representative

Make no doubt about it, Ed is one of the pillars of this union. An Oklahoma native, Ed made his way to 
ATF as a Union Staffer by way of the classroom. A 16-year veteran teacher, ATF Fed Rep and 20-year 
union staffer, saying goodbye to Ed is wishing a legacy (and dear friend) farewell.

Now, it’s just speculation, but perhaps the Labor movement surged through Ed’s blood since before  
he was born? While many of us were reading Dr. Seuss, Ed was reading grievance provisions in 
his grandfather's 1950's Union contracts--mementos he keeps in his office alongside his father's 
Steelworkers Union COPE certification, a poster signed by César Chávez and a photo of himself  
with the Rev. Jesse Jackson. 

If you ask him about it, Ed acts as though these mementos would be in anyone’s office.In that sense,  
Ed may be our union’s version of Forrest Gump—living through incredible times and standing on  
the outskirts of history, giving us a bird's-eye view of the moment.

Even though Ed became a union staff representative more than 20 years ago, he never stopped teaching. He has taught and mentored every staff 
representative and federation representative that has walked through his office door. His generosity and kindness with his colleagues and fellow 
unionists are so large it has its own gravitational force. 

Ed has walked the path less taken, he has fought and won the unwinnable fights, and he has persevered the most turbulent storms so we wouldn’t 
have to. Ed will never leave us because we stand on his shoulders. No longer will we have such immediate access to our union historian, in-house 
encyclopedia, C-SPAN surfer and union brother. Ed, we wish you a happy, slow and easy, carefree and well-deserved retirement.

Leaving but Not Gone 
Pamela Irvin, ATF Secretary

Pam started her career as a teacher in Bernalillo and later taught in Chama, NM. In 2000, she moved 
to APS, where she taught first grade at Alamosa ES. Pam has always stepped up for her colleagues and 
her profession by becoming active in her union. A Fed Rep since 2001, she took on the position of ATF 
Secretary over 15 years ago. Through the years, Pam has volunteered for events, graduated from ATF’s 
Union School and served on the ATF Negotiating Team.

Pam isn’t leaving Kit Carson where she now teaches, nor is she leaving her union. She is however, 
stepping down from her leadership position as Secretary on the ATF Executive Council.

As a labor activist, Pam has encouraged many educators to get involved. She has an amazing institu-
tional memory and has “shown up” to support and participate in nearly every project, event or volunteer 
opportunity for two decades. We are grateful to her for the years of dedicated service.

F a r e w e l l s

Christie Marrs, Zuni ES
Ms. Marrs has been of amazing support to all of us here at Zuni…
She knows our contract like the back of her hand, and if she can't 
answer a question immediately, she always gets in touch with ATF 
to get it answered. Ms. Marrs has a productive and very positive 
relationship with the principal regarding union issues. When we 
need her present at stressful meetings with our admin, she always 
is there for us. Her advocacy is not just for us, it is for our children 
and our community… She is a kind and caring champion for all 
and she is fearless and outspoken.

Margaret Matteucci, Counseling, Desert Ridge MS
Margaret has been a fireball in our union… She uses the 
information she gets from Fed Rep Council meetings to enlighten 
her colleagues and make sure they are aware of all of the things 
the union does to enhance the work lives of employees of APS. She 
sits on the Counselor Leadership Committee and uses information 
from Fed Rep Council to give to zone leaders to take back to their 
constituents. Margaret has used her position to make sure that all 
counselor voices are heard and that their concerns have a process 
that gives them feedback about how changes may occur. We 
need more Margarets and my hope is that her enthusiasm will 
encourage others to become involved.

Tracy Nichols, John Baker ES
First of all, Tracy volunteers at the union by phone banking, door 
knocking, envelope stuffing, and attending rallies. More recently 
she has stepped up into a real leadership role at our school. Being 
a fed rep at our school is a difficult role, but she has handled it 
extremely well and has shown grace under pressure. She has taken 
on the fed rep seat on the instructional council and has begun the 
hard work of righting the ship. We are making real, significant, and 
positive change at our school thanks in large part to her activism. 
We are so lucky to have her as an instrumental member of our 
school fed rep team.

Christina Parlapiano, SY Jackson ES
Christina works hard for our SY Jackson community. She is com-
mitted to attending Fed Rep meetings and sharing the information 
with our staff. She tries to recruit new members by explaining all 
of the amazing things done by the Union. She attends profes-
sional development whenever she can and she enjoys leadership 
responsibilities. She volunteers more than the average teacher and 
she fights for our rights at all possible times.

Toni Seidler, Garfield MS 
Toni is fierce and fabulous. She has impeccable fed rep attendance. 
In the past year alone, she has recruited dozens and dozens of new 
members. She is a leader at our school and at the Union. She is a 
badass who fights every single day for the rights of educators and 
workers. Knowledgeable, brave, and compassionate, Toni is my 
role model as a teacher, as a union member, and as a wild woman.

Rachael Sonia, Garfield MS
Rachael is spectacular because, regardless of membership, she will 
advise colleagues about their options and rights as a teacher. When 
she doesn't know the answer off-hand she will continue to seek 

an answer to help her colleagues. She is casual and welcoming when discussing union issues and she 
is often enthusiastic about what the union has done or can do to help teachers in need. Rachael wears 
many hats in our school, but is committed to each of her roles and works tirelessly to fulfill all of her 
duties. This is her first year as Fed Rep and she has been doing an outstanding job in learning her role as 
Fed Rep, being an advocate and empowering teachers.

Jessica Thomas, Eisenhower MS
Jessica goes above and beyond for the staff here at Eisenhower. She is empathetic and makes her fellow 
educators feel heard and she offers solution. She is always happy to help anyone and everyone. She helps 
manage our school mentorship program and does a fantastic job. I am honored to work alongside her 
and I feel safe confiding in her.

Andrea White, Kirtland ES
Andrea has been an incredible resource to the staff at Kirtland Elementary School. Andrea has offered 
support when needed and helped to guide staff.

Megan Willoughby, Dolores Gonzales ES
Megan is extremely knowledgeable and fiery when it comes to Union matters. I haven't had someone  
so transparent, attentive, and vocal be a union rep at the elementary school level. She fights for us when 
we don't have the courage to fight for ourselves. She's rad.

Photos (top - bottom): Mary Kelly ,Christie Marrs, Tracy Nichols, Christina Parlapiano, Toni Seidler and Rachael Sonia

Jennifer Lopez, La Mesa ES
Jennifer is such an advocate for the students, staff, and community. 
She is strong and not afraid to speak up and question things that 
don't seem right. She is always available to speak to or there for 
support if staff needs someone during a meeting. Jennifer is very 
knowledgeable of the contract language, terms, and if she does 
not know something, she is always willing to find out!

…continued from page 1N O M I N E E S

o f  t h e  y e a r

FEDREP

20
19

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. 

You vote in elections once a year,  

but when you volunteer, you vote  

every day about the kind of community  

you want to live in.”
-Anonymous

Two Schools Reach 100%  
Union Membership 
In late March, we celebrated our first 100% ATF 
membership school— Lew Wallace Elementary! After 
years of organizing and stressing the importance of 
solidarity, their site reached 100% ATF membership. 
Fed Reps Celeste Hernandez and Sonya Romero Smith, 
alongside their Lew Wallace colleagues, are union 
strong and have prompted a challenge to other school 
sites: who is next on the 100% ATF membership list?

Answering the call was Coyote Willow, who reached 
100% ATF membership only days after we emailed the 
call to action! We want to give a shout-out to Fed Rep 
Abigail Laughlin who has worked hard to inform her 
colleagues about the collective work of our union. 

Union membership is on the rise, thanks to our  
Fed Reps! 
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Timothy Ackerman, Inez ES
Ekaterina Adams, CEC
Catherine Alonzo, Tony Hillerman MS
Juanette Alvis, Matheson Park ES
Mary Lee Anderson, Montezuma ES*
Karen Andreas, Atrisco ES
Lucia Anglada, Counselor,  
George I Sanchez K-8
Belinda Archuleta, Chaparral ES
Jennifer Arellano, Wherry ES
Nicole Armijo, Carlos Rey ES
Audra Arwood, Lavaland ES
Dana Ashcraft, Tres Volcanes
Sara Attleson, Kennedy MS
Rachel Ayoub, Helen Cordero ES
Jessica Baca, Harrison MS
Lynette Baca, MA Binford ES
Laura Baldwin, Mountain View ES
Mary Baldwn, Highland HS
Yvonne Barth, MA Binford ES
Jaquline Bartleson, Monte Vista ES
Rachel Baucom, East San Jose ES
Matthew Bazan, Painted Sky ES
Deborah Beer, Cochiti ES
Melissa Belfry, Spec Ed - Aztec
Karen Bennett, Chamiza ES
Shirley Berg, Los Ranchos ES
Clayton Beverly, Jefferson MS
Michelle Bianchi, La Mesa ES
Terri Bitsie, Valle Vista ES
Sherri Blowers, LBJ MS
Alison Bowles, Tierra Antigua ES
Dana Bowersock Ziegler, SLP,  
Hoover MS
Cynthia Bowra, TLS Fine Arts
Karen Braddock, Comanche ES
Barbara Brandon, Social Worker,  
Truman MS
Benjamin Brown, Volcano Vista HS
Lauren Bull, McKinley MS
Laura Burgos, Longfellow ES
Carol Cabiedes, Los Padillas ES
David Callison, Valley HS
Caitlynn Camacho, Madison MS
Judith Castro, Hawthorne ES
Kimberly Chase, Sandia HS
Aaron Chavez, Ernie Pyle MS
Anissa Chavez, Onate ES
Elizabeth Choc, McCollum ES
Alexis Chubrich, Manzano HS
Sara Cook, Jefferson MS
Sarah Cornell, Manzano Mesa ES
Loyola Cortinas, Valle Vista ES
Kyle Cottrell, COTA, Bandelier ES
Gina Cruz-Szabo, Mitchell ES
Jason D'Angelo, Pajarito ES
Ashley Daniels, Eisenhower MS
Rebecca Davis, Truman MS
Heather Delair, San Antonito ES
Phillip Diaz, West Mesa HS
Doreen Dix, Adobe Acres ES
Violeta Djordjevic, Nex+Gen
Norma Dominguez, La Luz ES
Rhonda Douville, Diagnostician,  
SE Diagnostic Center
Kelly Dutro, Manzano HS
Laura Encino, Family School
Richard Faulkner, La Cueva HS
Robert Feuer, Highland HS
Eugene Firsich, McCollum ES
Richard Foust, Freedom HS
Joseph Freeman, Kennedy MS
Lansing Freeman, La Cueva HS
Brianna Gallicchio, Lowell ES
Gabrielle Galvan, Zia ES
Paula Garcia, Osuna ES
Katrina Garcia Spillman,  
Longfellow ES
Yvonne Garcia, Social Worker, Valley HS
Kelly Gardner, Grant MS
Rachel Garnand, Zuni ES
Joy Garratt, Painted Sky ES

Samantha Gentzel, Desert Ridge MS
Emily Gibbs, Hayes MS
Ann Goldenberg, Jefferson MS
Rona Gomez, Georgia O'Keeffe ES
Francisca Gonzales, Painted Sky ES
D'Ann Gonzalez, Eugene Field ES
Ian Gordon , Janet Kahn
Suzanne Grant, Navajo ES
Roberta Greenberg, Taylor MS
Laurel Grimes, Mission Ave ES
Flor Gurrola-Valenzuela, Washington MS
Daniel Gurule, Rudolfo Anaya ES
Luis Guzman, Highland HS
Sarah Hager, Cleveland MS
Patricia Halama, Van Buren MS
Daniel Hall, Manzano HS
Dennis Hand, Bandelier ES
Celeste Hernandez, Lew Wallace ES
Ernestina Hernandez-Zudell, George I Sanchez
Elizabeth Herrera, Los Ranchos ES
Josephine Herrera, Edward Gonzales ES
Jason Hollis-Reynolds, Valley HS
Rosemary Hood, La Cueva HS
Emily Horcasitas, Inez ES
John Hristopoulos , Del Norte HS
Marjorie Ibarra, SLP, Special Education
Pamela Irvin, Kit Carson ES
Cynthia Ives, Mountain View ES
Kathryn James, Hawthorne ES
Crystal Jaramillo, Sunset View ES
Shenja Jewell , Volcano Vista HS
Christy Jewell-Roth, North Star ES
Jeanett Jimenez, Emerson ES
Chad Jones, Athletic Trainer, Albuquerque HS
Bonnie Kavanagh, Nurse, SE Diagnostice Center
Jessica Kehler, Wherry ES
Brent Kelly, Hoover MS
Mary Kelly, AHS
Molly Keyes, Bellehaven ES
Karen Kiefer, Taft MS
Justin Kirker, West Mesa HS
Katherine Knudsen, Inez ES
Theresa Kominiak, Corrales ES
Virginia Koning, Barcelona ES
Sonja Kortsch, Bandelier ES
Derek Kostelecky, Whittier ES
Jason Krosinsky, Wilson MS
Rachel Krout-Norris, Zia ES
Abby Laughlin, Coyote Willow
Mary Lavalley, George I Sanchez*
Julia Leahy, Chelwood ES
Susan Leo-Russell, SR Marmon ES
Ann Lopez, Alamosa Elementary School
Cristina Lopez, Atrisco Heritage Academy
Elizabeth Lopez, Alvarado ES
Jennifer Lopez, La Mesa ES
Vandy Lujan, EG Ross ES
Melodie MacDiarmid, Cibola HS
Angela Macke, Cleveland MS
James Macklin, TLS Fine Arts
Ruby Mahl, Jackson MS
Joseph Maness, School on Wheels
Amanda Manning, Albuquerque HS
Celia McCrossen-Klaus, Interpreter, Hodgin ES
Bobbie Marcum, Sierra Vista ES
Barbara Marquez, Rio Grande HS
Christie Marrs, Zuni ES
Kevin Marsh, Hodgin ES
Miriam Martinez , Emerson ES
Michelle Martinez-Armenta,  
Reginald Chavez ES
Katheryn Mastin, Collet Park ES
Margaret Matteucci, Counselor,  
Desert Ridge MS
Patrick McElwee, Eldorado HS
Sarah McHaffie, Cibola HS
Raquel Medina, Atrisco Heritage Academy
Kathy Melendez, Grant MS
Mary Mercier, Lincoln Complex
Melanie Meyer, Tony Hillerman MS
Ann Meyer-Savignon, Georgia O'Keeffe ES
Stephen Miller, Arroyo del Oso ES

Monica Montoya , Alvarado ES
Abigail Morehead, Polk MS
Brittany Morris-Hammer, Double Eagle ES
Patricia Morrow, Petroglyph ES
Deborah Muldawer, James Monroe MS
Erika Munz, Roosevelt MS
Patrick Murphy, Truman MS
Kathryn Nelson, Marie Hughes ES
Micah Newman, Atrisco Heritage Academy
Tracy Nichols, John Baker ES
Helen Nicholson, Jimmy Carter MS
Bridgette Noriega, SE Diagnostic Center 
Joseph O'Connell, John Baker ES
Colleen Olstad, Sombra del Monte ES
Randi Ortega, Griegos ES
Heather Ortiz, Chaparral ES
Victor Ortiz, Albuquerque HS
Beverly Padilla, Bel-Air ES
Janelle Padilla, Hawthorne ES
Christina Parlapiano, SY Jackson ES
Linda Pasternacki, Nurse, Madison MS
Alethea Patterson-Jahn, Truman MS
Teresa Perry, Ventan Ranch ES
Linda Phipps, Mark Twain ES
Leila Pochop, Van Buren MS
Bonny Prince, A. Montoya ES
Ellen Pulido, Sandia HS
Patricia Quezada, John Adams MS
Zayda Raimundi, Madison MS
Sheldon Richards, Eldorado HS
Shelly Rose, Montezuma ES
Adrienne Royce, Eldorado HS
Sara Samani, George I Sanchez
Tomas Sanchez, Washington MS
Dynell Santistevan, Cochiti ES
Cameron Schafer, Rio Grande HS*
Heather Schuller, Hoover MS
Elizabeth Sehlmeyer, MacArthur ES
Toni Seidler, Garfield MS*
Jorge Serrano, West Mesa HS
Marisa Silva-Dunbar, John Adams MS
Nicole Smalley, Seven Bar ES
Matthew Smith, Valley HS
Sonya Smith, Lew Wallace ES
Rachael Sonia, Garfield MS
Helen Speer, Adaptive PE, Corrales ES
Desiree Springer, TLS Title I
Helen Stein, Helen Cordero ES
Kari Stevenson, Tomasita ES
Elsie Stott, Albuquerque HS
Jainanna Sweet, LB Johnson MS
Kendall Taylor, H Humphrey ES
Benjamin Temkin, Ernie Pyle MS
Donna Teuteberg, Social Worker, Sandia HS
George Thomas, Atrisco Heritage Academy
Jessica Thomas, Eisenhower MS
Samantha Thompson,  
Counselor, Albuquerque HS
Teddi Toniolli, Manzano HS
Timothy Tribou, Whittier ES
Irene Trujillo, Lavaland ES
Craig Turpin, School Psych, Special Ed
Jennifer Tuttle, Counselor, Cibola HS
Diana Valdez, Alameda ES
Sandra Viga, Dennis Chavez ES
Sharon Vocale, Diagnostician, Aztec
Christina Walseth, Los Padillas ES
Lillie Weatherred, Governor Bent ES
Christina Welch, Onate ES
Andrea White, Kirtland ES
Karen Wilkirson, Juvenile Detention Center
Megan Willoughby, Dolores Gonzales ES
Christie Wingo, Collet Park ES
Sara Winsett, New Futures School
Tracy Winslow, Rehab Counselor,  
Atrisco Heritage HS
Jesse Winter, Truman MS
Kaitlin Wood , Susie Rayos Marmon
Valeria Woodard, Coronado ES
Marc Wunder, TLS Title I
Jason Zwicke, Apache ES

ATFFed Reps&Co-Reps
The ATF Fed Reps are the democratic decision-making body that gives our union direction. Our Fed Reps are essential to  

a strong, informed membership. Fed Reps, your dedication and activism are what keep this movement alive in our schools!  
Thank you for all that you do! 

(Fed Reps in bold type have attended at least seven Fed Rep meetings, those with an asterisk by their names have recruited at least five members.)

ATF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President 

Ellen Bernstein, Ed.D.
Executive VP  

Sean Thomas, Eldorado HS, NBCT
Secretary 

Pamela Irvin, Kit Carson ES
Treasurer

Chelsea O’Connell, John Baker ES
Membership & Involvement VP
Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES, NBCT

High School VP 
Tanya Kuhnee, Eldorado HS

Middle School VP
Jason Krosinsky, Wilson MS

Elementary VP
Sonya Romero Smith, Lew Wallace ES 

Elementary VP 
Loyola Cortinas, Valle Vista ES

Appointed Chairs
COPE Chair - Sara Attleson, Kennedy MS 

Professional Development Coordinator
Loretta Shiver, Retired

ATF NEGOTIATING TEAM 
Ellen Bernstein, ATF President
Loyola Cortinas, Valle Vista ES

Jason Krosinsky, Wilson MS 
Tanya Kuhnee, Eldorado HS

Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES, NBCT
Sonya Romero Smith, Lew Wallace ES 

Sean Thomas, Eldorado HS, NBCT
Jerry Thorn, ATF staff

ATF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Wendy Fuller, PD Coordinator, Retired
Loretta Shiver, PD Coordinator, Retired

ATF NATIONAL BOARD CANDIDATE  SUPPORT 
PROVIDER PROGRAM CO-COORDINATORS 

Turtle Haste, Desert Ridge MS
Kristi Raven, Taylor MS

ATF NATIONAL BOARD CANDIDATE SUPPORT 
PROVIDERS (CSP)

Lori Alexander, SR Marmon ES
Kathleen Campion, Eisenhower MS

Naomi Daniel, New Futures HS
Violeta Djordjevic, Nex+Gen Academy
Cayzan Kramer, Mary Ann Binford ES

Christina Leonard, Osuna ES
Paul Roensch, Retired

Jane Avon Rose, Kit Carson ES

ATF CAREER PATHWAY SYSTEM SUPPORT
Pat Halama, Coordinator

As Coordinator of the Career Pathway System,  
I would like to thank all the 26 men and  
women who give their time and expertise  
to read and score portfolios throughout the  
year. Each year there are 30-35 portfolios  
submitted and re-submitted. Upward of 90 
readers are needed, and each time the  
program reached out each of you stepped up. 
Thank you so much for your time, expertise  
and commitment to ensuring that Support  
and Related Service Providers are able to  
advance in APS. It is a true honor to work  
with all of you!

ATF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DOSSIER
Wendy Fuller, PDD Coordinator, Retired

Alyssa Anaya, Fine Arts 
Julie Armijo-Meade, Hodgin ES
Ree Chacon, Mentor Program

Ryan Schlee, Hoover MS
Toni Seidler, Garfield MS (SPED)

ATF TEACH INSTRUCTORS
Sonya Romero, Coordinator, Lew Wallace ES

Rachel Daley, Ernie Pyle MS
Leila Pochop, Van Buren MS

Andrea Prangley, Volcano Vista HS
Teresa Perry, Ventana Ranch ES 

Desiree Spielman, Governor Bent ES

AFT/ATF LEADERSHIP SCHOOL  
CO-FACILITATORS
Ellen Bernstein, ATF

Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES
Donna Teuteberg, Sandia HS

TEACHER LEADERSHIP SCHOOL GRADS
Alison Bowles, Tierra Antigua ES

Robert Feuer, Highland HS
Veronica Forester, Emerson ES
Brianna Gallicchio, Lowell ES

Derek Gray, Bandelier ES
Aaron Kaplan, Social Worker,  

Health & Wellness

Dennis Quintana, Bandelier ES
Helen Stein, Helen Cordero ES

Jason Thomas, Atrisco Heritage Academy
Irene Trujillo, Lavaland ES

ATF DIAL-A-TEACHER
Oscar Maldonado-Ortiz, Coordinator,  

Albuquerque HS
Katja Maerki, Sandia Base ES

Angel Martinez Garlobo, Albuquerque HS
Beverly Marrs, Albuquerque HS
Rebecca Moore, Eisenhower MS 

Cortney Nichols, Edward Gonzales ES
Jodi Schultz, Alvarado ES

ATF COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL  
EDUCATION (COPE)

Sara Attleson COPE Chair, Kennedy MS 
Aide Gonzales, La Mesa ES

Ginger Koning, Barcelona ES
Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES

James Macklin, Elementary Fine Arts
Chelsea O’Connell, John Baker ES

Linda Pasternacki, Nurse, Madison MS
Leila Pochop, Van Buren MS
Rachael Sonia, Garfield MS

ATF MEMBERS ON THE CENTRAL  
LABOR COUNCIL

James Macklin, Elementary Fine Arts  
(CLC Vice President)

Sara Attleson, Kennedy MS
Ginger Koning, Barcelona ES

Chelsea O'Connell, John Baker ES
Angela Reynolds, Aztec Complex

POLITICAL ACTIVISTS
ATF Legislative Liaisons

Sara Attleson, Kennedy MS
Rachel Baucom, East San Jose ES

Ellen Bernstein, ATF President
Cyndy Bowra, Elementary Fine Arts

Caitlynn Camacho, Madison MS
Loyola Cortinas, Valle Vista ES

Becky Davis, Truman MS
Michelle Davis, Helen Cordero ES
Heather DeLair, San Antonito ES

Katrina Garcia Spielman, Longfellow ES
Sarah Hager, Cleveland MS

Celeste Hernandez, Lew Wallace ES
Pam Irvin, Kit Carson ES

Alethea Patterson-Jahn, Truman MS
Christy Jewell-Roth, North Star ES

Ginger Koning, Barcelona ES
Jason Krosinsky, Wilson MS

Elizabeth Lopez, Alvarado ES
James Macklin, Elementary Fine Arts

Miriam Martinez, Emerson ES
Kathy Melendez, Grant MS

Brittany Morris Hammer, Double Eagle ES
Erika Munz, Roosevelt MS

Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES
Zayda Raimundi, Madison MS

Sonya Romero Smith, Lew Wallace ES
Toni Seidler, Garfield MS

Donna Teuteberg, Social Worker, Sandia HS
Sean Thomas, Eldorado HS

Bren Vitter, Kennedy MS
Megan Willoughby, Dolores Gonzales ES

Dana Ziegler, Hoover MS

BOND AND MILL  
LEVY ELECTION

Loyola Cortinas, Valle Vista ES
Veronica Forester, Emerson ES

Amanda Gaiter, Governor Bent ES
D’Ann Gonzales, Eugene Field ES

Cindy Ives, Mountain View ES
Christy Jewel-Roth, North Star ES

Jeanette Jimenez, Emerson ES
Bonnie Kavanaugh, Nurse,  

SE Diagnostic Center
Ginger Koning, Barcelona ES
Sonja Kortsch, Bandelier ES

James Macklin, Elementary Fine Arts
Miriam Martinez, Emerson ES

Kathy Melendez, Grant MS
Tracy Nichols, John Baker ES
Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES

Chelsea O’Connell, John Baker ES
Donna Teuteberg, Social Worker, Sandia HS

Megan Willoughby, Dolores Gonzales ES
Victoria Wood, Elementary Fine Arts 

VOLUNTEERS:  GENERAL ELECTION
Sara Attleson, Kennedy MS

Rachel Baucom, East San Jose ES
Barbara Gabaldon, Atrisco Heritage Academy

Ginger Koning, Barcelona ES
James Macklin, Elementary Fine Arts

Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES
Chelsea O'Connell, John Baker ES

Amy Sweet, La Mesa ES

ATF ETHNIC STUDIES TASK FORCE
ATF

Ellen Bernstein, ATF President 
Marianna Anaya, ATF Staff

Denise Chavez Duran, Manzano HS
Karen Cox, Del Norte HS

Juan Duran, Albuquerque HS
Richard Foust, Freedom HS
Luis Garcia, Ernie Pyle MS

Carolyn Gonzalez, Emerson ES
Rosemary Hood, La Cueva HS

Jeanette Jimenez, Emerson ES
Gina Marselle, Sandia HS

Rachel Martinez, East San Jose ES
Veronica Medina, Albuquerque HS

Camilo Montaño, Highland HS
Juan Ortega, Coronado ES

Tony Padilla, Rio Grande HS
Linda Phipps, Mark Twain ES

Patricia Quezada, John Adams MS
Mary Rafferty, New Futures School

Zayda Raimundi, Madison MS
Melanie Telles, Freedom HS

Stephanie Torres, Freedom HS
Marcia Vera Vassallo, Sandia HS
Crystal Williams, Del Norte HS

COMMUNITY
Emily Castillo, UNM
Magda Dathe, UNM

Shiv Desai, UNM
Myrella Gonzalez, UNM

Nancy Lopez, UNM
Omkulthoom Qassem, UNM/FUE

Mia Sosa Provencio, UNM
Tony Watkins, APS/FUE

ATF ORGANIZING TEAM
Veronica Forester, Emerson ES

Amanda Gaiter, Governor Bent ES
Ginger Koning, Barcelona ES
Sonja Kortsch, Bandelier ES

Mary Mercier, PAR
Nadine Morales, Hawthorne ES

Dwayne Norris, Bandelier ES
Toni Seidler, Garfield MS

Rachael Sonia, Garfield MS
Donna Teuteberg, Social Worker, Sandia HS

Irene Trujillo, Lavaland ES

ATF COUNSELING COMMITTEE
Margaret Matteucci, Desert Ridge MS

Pat Halama, Van Buren MS
Jeni Tuttle, Cibola HS

Samantha Thompson, AHS

ATF ELECTION COMMITTEE
Caitlynn Camacho, Madison MS
Veronica Forester, Emerson ES

Amanda Gaiter, Governor Bent ES
Celeste Hernandez, Longfellow ES
Donna Teuteberg, Sandia HS, Chair 

ATF TEACHER LEADERSHIP  
FOUNDATION BOARD

Tom Keyes, Retired, UNM COE, President
Alex Bazan, Executive Assistant,  
Delta Consulting Group, Director

Ellen Bernstein, ATF President, NBCT, Director
Marjorie Krebs, Associate Professor UNM, 

Department of Teacher Education, Director
Jim Lujan, Director, Technology  

Integration Group
Paul Roensch, NBCT, Retired, Treasurer

Loretta Shiver, Retired,  
ATF PD Coordinator, Secretary

Sheryl Williams Stapleton,  
APS Career Technical Education,  

NM State Representative, Director
Laurel Wyckoff, Education and Outreach 

Manager, NM PBS, Director
Wendy Fuller, Retired, Executive Secretary

ATF STAFF
Ellen Bernstein, President

Marianna Anaya, Organizing &  
Communications

Ed Monjarás, Staff Representative
Simon Cao, Staff Representative
Jerry Thorn, Staff Representative

Barbara Gonzales, Secretary
Arlene Maestas, Secretary

Union Volunteers
Union Volunteers are the backbone of our growing movement.  

We have so much gratitude for our union family who work tirelessly to move us forward!




