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Rationale  
The COVID-19 pandemic has escalated the socio-economic equity gap. During the 
height of the pandemic, many essential workers reported to work in-person and, in turn, 
minority groups who make up the majority of this bloc of the workforce have become 
disproportionately impacted by high positivity rates of COVID-19. In one study, during 
the early months of the pandemic, data collected in New York City showed that over 
60% of COVID-19 deaths were black and Latino (Lancet, 2020). The latest New Mexico 
census data indicates that nearly 60% of New Mexico’s population identifies as 
American Indian and/or Hispanic. In Albuquerque’s South Valley, where Ernie Pyle 
Middle School (EPMS) is located, over 80% of US Census respondents stated they 
identified as Hispanic or Latino. 
 
Many of our students at Ernie Pyle Middle School have been directly affected by the 
pandemic and we must be prepared to continue providing critical support. My research 
focused on surveying parents and students at EPMS about information on general after-
school activities and participation in our after-school programs.  
 
Literature Review 
Survey data collected by the Afterschool Alliance demonstrates that participation by 
LatinX students nationwide, in public and private after-school programs, has decreased 
from 29% in 2014 to 16% in 2019. Some of the reasons for a decrease in participation 
might include cost related barriers or lack of access to after-school programs. 
 
There are many advantages to student engagement in sports and enrichment clubs 
outside of the classroom. While student growth and development can certainly be 
measured in reading and math comprehension, it is equally as important to assess 
social-emotional growth and life skills that students acquire through participation in 
after-school programs and extracurricular activities.  
 
According to the Wallace Foundation, a national philanthropic organization which seeks 
to improve the learning and enrichment of disadvantaged children, out of school time 
(OST) programs, which provide important services to youth from low-income families, 
are usually publicly funded. As such, publicly funded programs should reflect the 
interests and values of the communities they serve.  
 



Additional research indicates positive outcomes after regular participation in high-quality 
after-school programs (Lowe Vandell, Reisner, Pierce). The Afterschool Alliance 
indicates that such programs provide students a number of supports, including a safe 
environment, academically enriching activities, mentors who care about them and who 
they can look up to, healthy snacks and meals, and opportunities for physical activity. 
 
Given the current health crisis and state of education in the United States, it is of the 
utmost importance for policy-makers to recognize and support the positive impact that 
well-funded after-school programs have on the mental and social well-being of engaged 
students. How can we increase student participation and engage families in afterschool 
programs to the fullest extent in Albuquerque and in communities around New Mexico?  
 
Study Design  
As a new teacher at Ernie Pyle, my goal was two-pronged: to create a survey that would 
inform decisions for implementation of programs and outreach to our community, and 
that would help me better understand the dynamics of interest and participation in these 
programs. This would ultimately answer the question, “In what ways is my school 
engaging students in our after-school program?” Given the current circumstances of 
hybrid-learning, I needed to create a survey that would be accessible to students at 
home and in-person. Additionally, a survey that would be emailed to parents to gather 
data would need to be distributed. Surveys were provided in Spanish and English.  
 
The questions utilized in this survey (included in the Appendix) were guided by the 
Afterschool Alliance model survey for educators. Questions for students were focused 
around interests and past participation in programs at our school. I was curious in 
finding out what types of activities our students were most interested in, and whether or 
not those programs are being offered after school at Ernie Pyle. For parents, I wanted to 
learn about their opinions on after-school programs in general, and also what their 
expectations were for such programs.  
 
In collaboration with colleagues and permission from our principal and school 
Instructional Council, I was able to coordinate survey participation during school by 
teachers who were willing and able to disseminate the survey during Advisory where 
students meet with homeroom teachers once per week.  
 
Data Analysis  
Total respondents for the student component of the survey were 225- 86% preferred 
English and 14% preferred Spanish for the questionnaire. The following details data 
compiled from student responses.  



Do you think there needs to be some type of organized activity or place where students 
can go after school every day to be safe, learn and have fun? 62% of respondents said 
“yes”, 24% said “maybe” and 3% said “no.”  
 
Which to you is the most important part of an after-school program to have (pick one) 
26% said socializing with friends was most important, 24% said physical activity was 
most important to them, 18% said homework and tutoring, and 16% said arts activities 
including music, dance, or drama.  
 
Do you participate in an after-school program? If so, where is it? (For example, a 
school, community center, church…etc?) If not, where do you usually go after school? 
28% of students said after school they stay with family or a caretaker, 10% stated they 
attend programs at the Westside Community Center, 7% attend a program at a local 
church. 
 
Which of the following activities would you like to see in an after-school program (select 
all that apply)? 
68% of students first choice for activities was sports and physical activities, 48% said 
creating art was an activity they would like to participate in, 26% were interested in 
growing a garden, 22% were interested in learning about new board games, 22% 
wanted to learn about new technology, and 22% were interested in playing in a band or 
learning to play new instruments.  
 
In what ways have after-school programs helped you grow (select all that apply)? 
59% of students who responded stated they made new friends, 52% said they learned 
new skills, 43% said they became more physically active, and 23% said they were able 
to keep up with homework.  
 
If there were no after-school program, what would you do once the school day is over? 
75% said they would go home for the day, 16% said hang out at a friend’s house, and 
7% said they would go to a family member's house.  
 
Total responses for the parent component of our survey were much smaller than that of 
the student survey (10 total). 60% of parents preferred English as their primary 
language for this survey and 40% preferred Spanish.  
 
Do you think there needs to be some type of organized activity or place where students 
can go after school every day that provides opportunities to learn? 
50% said “yes”, and 50% said “maybe”.  



What are the most important elements for an after-school program to have (select all 
that apply): 
100% of respondents agreed arts activities were important, 83% said physical activities, 
50% said homework and tutoring time, and 50% said community service.  
 
In the past, has your student participated in an after-school program at Ernie Pyle 
Middle School? 
83% said “no” and 17% said that their student had in fact participated in an after school 
program at Ernie Pyle.  
 
Why does your student participate in an after-school program (select all that apply)? 
Of the parents whose students participated in an after school program, each stated 
sports and recreation were the main reason, and school clubs like MESA, Student 
Council, etc. were the reason for participation. 
 
Which after school program outcome is most important to you (pick one): 
33% said healthier students through fitness and nutrition activities, 33% said 
development of creative and artistic skills, and 17% each said increasing test scores 
and an equal amount stated keeping students safe and building positive relationships.  
 
Are you able to pick up your student at the end of an after school program? 
50% said “yes”, 33% said “sometimes” and 17% said “no”.  
 
Recommendations/Next Steps 
Based on the data gathered from parent and student surveys, I learned that Ernie Pyle 
is by and large providing an effective after-school program, taking into account students 
wants and needs. Students clearly stated that they wanted to participate in activities that 
would encourage physical activity. They also wanted to create art, socialize with friends, 
and participate in music-related activities.  
 
Currently, EPMS provides after-school enrichment activities such as Student Council, 
Rock Band, Baile Folklorico, Chatbook (creative writing club), Dungeons and Dragons, 
MESA, soccer, Yearbook, and Leadership. Meals are provided for students in the 
school cafeteria at the end of the day. This year discussions have been held regarding 
other activities that might be a possibility, including the creation of a school newspaper 
or the New York Road Runners. Students also expressed interest in participating in 
activities related to drama and theater, or creating art. It would be worthwhile to reach 
out to teachers to survey interest in sponsoring such groups. I received an email from a 
student after surveys were sent out and she expressed interest in starting a 
cosmetology group. One idea brainstormed with our Community School coordinator was 



to create a paint night for parents and students to participate in. I think this would build 
community and relationships for families. Family-friendly competitive events like 
basketball or volleyball might also be very inviting for students and their families.  
 
Although parent survey return rate was very low, I do think that to engage families to the 
fullest extent, the idea of an after-school program newsletter that is sent regularly to 
keep families informed would be very beneficial. One question I did not ask on the 
survey was what the preferred mode of communication was for parents. I think that 
would be helpful to know. Some parents might prefer to be updated via email, phone, or 
even text about events at school. Transportation can be a barrier to participation and I 
would like to learn more about the community needs in that regard. For students, I am 
curious how their time is being spent when they go home and don’t stay for an after-
school activity. If they are interested in video games, for example, Albuquerque Public 
Schools has started an eSports event that students at the middle school level might be 
interested in learning more about.  
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Appendix: Transcript of parent and student surveys from Google Forms  

Questions for parents: 

1. Do you think there needs to be some type of organized activity or place where 
students can go after school every day that provides opportunities to learn?/¿Cree que 
debe haber algún tipo de actividad organizada o lugar donde los estudiantes puedan ir 
después de la escuela todos los días que brinda oportunidades de aprender? 

- Yes/Si 
- No 

2. What are the most important elements for an afterschool program to have (select all 
that apply)/Cuáles son los elementos más importantes para que un programa después 
de la escuela tenga (seleccione todos los que correspondan): 

         a) Homework and tutoring time/Tiempo de tarea y tutoría 

         b) Physical activity/La actividad física 

         c) Arts activity—music, dance, drama, etc./Actividad artística: música, danza, 
teatro, etc. 

         d) Community service/El servicio a la comunidad 

         e) Other (be specific)/Otros (sean específicos): 

3. In the past, has your student participated in an afterschool program at Ernie Pyle 
Middle School?/En el pasado, ¿su estudiante ha participado en un programa después 
de la escuela en Ernie Pyle? 

a) Yes/Si 
b) No 

4. Why do your students participate in an afterschool program (select all that 
apply)?/¿Por qué participan sus hijos en un programa después de la escuela 
(seleccione todo lo que corresponda)? 

a) Childcare/el cuidado de los niños 
b) Social development/Desarrollo social 
c) Sports and recreation/Deportes y recreación 
d) School clubs (MESA, Student Council, Leadership, Chatbook, Baile Folclórico, 

GSA, etc.)/Clubes escolares (MESA, Consejo estudiantil, Chatbook, Baile 
Folclórico, GSA,etc.) 

e) Tutoring/tutoría 
f) Other/otro: 



5. Which after school program outcome is most important to you (pick one)/Cuál 
programa después de la escuela es más importante para usted (elija uno):: 

         a) Increasing test scores/Aumento de los puntajes de las pruebas 

b) Keeping students safe, building positive relationships/Mantener a los 
estudiantes seguros, construir relaciones positivas 

c) Healthier students (through fitness and nutrition activities)/Estudiantes más 
sanos (a través de actividades de fitness y nutrición) 

         d) Development of creative and artistic skills/Desarrollo de habilidades creativas 
y artísticas 

         e) Other (be specific)/Otros (sean específicos): 

8. Are you able to pick up your student at the end of an afterschool program?/¿Puede 
recoger a su hijo al final del programa después de escuela? 

a) Yes/Si 
b) No  

Questions for students: 

1. Do you think there needs to be some type of organized activity or place where 
students can go after school every day to be safe, learn and have fun?/¿Crees que 
tiene que haber algún tipo de actividad organizada o lugar donde los estudiantes 
puedan ir después de la escuela todos los días para estar seguros, aprender y 
divertirse? 

- Yes/Si 
- No  

2. Which to you is the most important part of an afterschool program to have (pick 
one)/¿Qué es la parte más importante para un programa después la escuela (elija uno): 

         a) Homework and tutoring time/Tiempo de tarea y tutoría 

         b) Physical activity/la actividad física 

         c) Arts activity—music, dance, drama, etc./Actividad artística: música, danza, 
teatro, etc. 

         d) Healthy snack/una merienda saludable 
 
         e) Community service/El servicio a la comunidad 

 f) Socializing with friends/Socializar con amigos 



         f) Other (be specific)/Otros (sean específicos): 

3. Do you participate in an afterschool program? If so, where is it? (For example, a 
school, community center, church…etc?) If not, where do you usually go after 
school?/¿Participas en un programa después de la escuela? Si es así, ¿dónde está? 
(Por ejemplo, una escuela, un centro comunitario, una iglesia... etc?) Si no, ¿a dónde 
sueles ir después de la escuela? 

- Westside Community Center/Centro Comunitario de Westside 
- Local church/Iglesia local 
- With family, caretaker, daycare/Con familia, cuidador, guardería 
- Other/Otro:  

4. Which of the following activities would you like to see in an afterschool program 
(select all that apply)/¿Cuál de las siguientes actividades te gustaría ver en el programa 
después de la escuela (seleccione todas las que correspondan): 

- Growing a garden/Cultivar un jardín 
- Writing creative stories/Escribir historias creativas 
- Learning to play board games/Aprender a jugar juegos de mesa 
- Creating art/Creación de arte  
- Learning about new cultures and traditions/Aprender sobre nuevas culturas y 

tradiciones  
- Playing in a band learning to play an instrument/Tocar en una banda, aprender a 

tocar un instrumento 
- Learning about new technology/Aprender sobre nuevas tecnologías 
- Sports, physical activities/Deportes, actividades físicas 

5. In what ways have after school programs helped you grow?/¿De qué manera te han 
ayudado los programas después de la escuela? 

- Made new friends/Hecho nuevos amigos 
- Learned new skills/Nuevas habilidades aprendidas  
- Keep up with homework/Mantente al tanto de la tarea 
- Stay physically active/Manténgase físicamente activo 

6. If there were no afterschool program, what would you do once the school day is 
over?/Si no hubiera un programa después de la escuela, ¿qué harías normalmente 
cuando se termina el día escolar? 

- Go home for the day/Irse a casa por el día 
- Hang out with friends/Salir con amigos 
- Go to a family members house/Ir a una casa de miembros de la familia  
- Go to the community center/Ir al centro de la comunidad 


