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WHEREAS, Critical Race Theory (CRT) is an academic concept and a way of understanding how racism has shaped public 
policy and law:  

• The basic tenant of CRT recognizes that racism is a social construct;  
• CRT critically examines law and politics and addresses biases and other forms of marginalization;  
• CRT says that racism is part of everyday life, so people, white or nonwhite, make choices that can fuel racism; 
• CRT analyzes disparities in law enforcement, health, wealth, housing, and education; 
• CRT does not accuse one individual of bias or prejudice;  
• CRT is not the same as culturally responsive pedagogy; culturally responsive pedagogy affirms students ethnic 

and racial backgrounds through integration of academic rigor in content, curricula, and representation; and 

WHEREAS, CRT has been politicized, targeted, labeled anti-American and divisive; and 
 
WHEREAS, CRT does not promote propaganda, hatred of America or a leftist ideology that threatens the American way 
of life; and 

WHEREAS, CRT is not a subject in k-12 curricula; and 

WHEREAS, a fear-based narrative that frames CRT as a grave threat to the nation akin to “cult indoctrination” is now 
circulating throughout our nation; and   

WHEREAS, CRT is now the latest cultural wedge issue, playing out largely, but not exclusively, in debates over schooling, 
and as schools expand racial equity work, that work has been framed as CRT rather than what it is; and 

WHEREAS, debates over critical race theory, fueled by a deliberate misinformation campaign, are raging in state 
legislatures and school boards; and 

WHEREAS, some state governors and legislators are promoting and passing bills that restrict the “teaching of critical 
race theory” to limit how educators can discuss racism and sexism in the classroom and that would direct what 
students can and cannot be taught about the role of slavery in American history and the ongoing effects of racism in 
the U.S. today; and  

WHEREAS, here in New Mexico, as educators were working to on the social studies standards, potential updates 
prompted some Republican legislators, and at least one superintendent, to raise concerns the new standards would 
promote “critical race theory”; and  

WHEREAS, in a letter signed by 17 GOP legislators to the Legislative Education Study Committee, in which they warned 
that proponents of critical race theory would “… advance controversial agendas and impose their nontraditional values 
on unsuspecting children in the classroom,” and 

WHEREAS, the PED clearly stated in the SF New Mexican, July 22, 2021, the "philosophical underpinnings" of the 
updated standards include: 

• Incorporating major historical themes, such as power, class conflict, struggle, geopolitical impact, social justice, 
diversity through content standards designed to teach these topics in developmentally appropriate ways. 

• Developing student agency and leadership employability skills, critical thinking applied to histories, stories and 
the long-term impact of political decisions. 

• Ensuring divergence from a singular Eurocentric cultural script ensuring equitable inclusion of accurate 
historical stories ... reflecting Indigenous, Hispano/Latino, Chicano, Mestizo, African American and other 
cultural perspectives. 

• Identifying tools to share authentic stories including the study of relationship between power and oppression. 
• Supporting the developing of a strong critical historical consciousness representative of many perspectives 

while allowing students to maintain his/her/their own cultural integrity while learning about others. 
• Empowering students to develop pride in his/her/their identity, history, culture, region by incorporating a 

community based approach while preparing students to be part of a global environment. 
• Utilizing historical events from a future-focused orientation. 
• Developing a future-focused orientation that allows students to be critical thinkers in considering historical 

context in mending, healing, and transforming future interactions. 

WHEREAS, teaching real and accurate history is not Critical Race Theory; and 



WHEREAS, this purposeful mischaracterization of critical race theory is predicted to invade school boards elections; and 

WHEREAS, we will be electing 4 of the 7 APS Board members this November and CRT is already a topic for these races; 
and 

WHEREAS, according to the AFT, educators who teach truth about racism face harassment, firing and death threats in 
districts and states who have “outlawed” CRT, and 

Whereas our AFT President, Randi Weingarten clearly stated in her opening statements at the TEACH conference: 

Let’s be clear: critical race theory is not taught in elementary schools or high schools. It’s a method of 
examination taught in law school and college that helps analyze whether systemic racism exists—and, in 
particular, whether it has an effect on law and public policy. But culture warriors are labeling any discussion of 
race, racism or discrimination as CRT to try to make it toxic. They are bullying teachers and trying to stop us 
from teaching students accurate history.  

This harms students. These culture warriors want to deprive students of a robust understanding of our common 
history. This will put students at a disadvantage in life by knocking a big hole in their understanding of our 
country and the world. 

Yale historian Timothy Snyder likens it to the “memory laws” of Soviet and other repressive regimes. 
Authoritarians take actions designed to manipulate interpretation of the past, assert a mandatory view of 
events and forbid discussions of accurate historical facts. 

But you, the professionals in the classroom, the people who use your expertise to help our students succeed—
you know better. We teach history, not hate.  

Because no matter our color, background or ZIP code, we want our kids to have an education that imparts 
honesty about who we are, integrity in how we treat others, and courage to do what’s right. We want to raise 
young people who can understand facts, study the truth, examine diverse perspectives and draw their own 
conclusions—in other words, who can think critically. 

Teaching America’s history requires considering all the facts available to us—including those that are 
uncomfortable—like the history of enslavement and discrimination toward people of color and people 
perceived as different. Years ago, our country unified against Holocaust deniers; we must unite again to address 
racism and its long-term effects.  

By the way, students who were recently polled agree. Eighty-two percent of college students overall say public 
schools should teach “that patterns of racism are ingrained in law and other institutions,” including almost half 
of college Republicans.  

These laws restricting what we teach impinge on educators’ professional obligations—our obligation to teach 
honest history, as well as to teach current events, like the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol. And it impinges on our 
obligation to teach in accordance with the standards that each state adopts, which, of course, is a requirement 
for teacher licensure.  

Many of the same lawmakers who are so hell-bent on assessments based on state standards are now passing 
contradictory legislation that forbids teachers from teaching some of those standards. A new Texas law, for 
example, states that teachers may not teach the concept that “slavery and racism are anything other than 
deviations from, betrayals of, or failures to live up to, the authentic founding principles of the United States.” 
Huh? How do we then teach the Civil War, the Dred Scott decision, the Emancipation Proclamation, the 13th, 
14th and 15th amendments, or Juneteenth?  

Mark my words: Our union will defend any member who gets in trouble for teaching honest history. We have 
a legal defense fund ready to go. And we are preparing for litigation as we speak. Teaching the truth is not 
radical or wrong. Distorting history and threatening educators for teaching the truth is what is truly radical 
and wrong.  

Therefore, be it resolved that all members of the Albuquerque Teachers Federation will work diligently to inform our 
colleagues, and our public, that propaganda about Critical Race Theory is an attempt to silence teachers and students 
and impose a version of American history “that erases the legacy of discrimination and lived experiences of Black and 
Brown people” and incorrectly frames all teaching about racism as trying to remake the United States to reject 
capitalism and the nation’s founding principles in a manner that is “hostile to white people.” 
 
Be it further resolved that we will work to inform our fellow ATF members, our union’s partners, and the public that we 
must elect candidates to the APS Board of Education, and to all elected positions, who defend discussions and lessons 
about race, racism, and discrimination in all forms as right and just. 


