
Teach Democracy in Our Schools by Doing Democracy In Our Schools 
 
How many times have you found yourself in a discussion about elections and heard someone 
say, “I just don’t like politics”? The simple truth is that “politics” are an integral part of 
democracy. We’ve seen the political climate so completely devolve in this century that we are 
in danger of losing our democratic rights because of voter suppression, the Supreme Court 
legislating from the bench, the rise of white supremacist groups bent on disrupting free speech 
and elections, the meddling of foreign countries in our elections and so on.  
 
If our democracy is to survive, we must commit to teaching democracy to our students and 
giving them opportunities to participate in democratic actions and discourse. The sponsors of 
the following motion, which will be presented at November’s Fed Rep Council meeting, believe 
that our union must take a stand on promoting the direct teaching of democracy and 
democratic principals in our schools. This must be a commitment to the next generation. Let’s 
show them how to walk not just talk democracy. 
 

MOTION ON TEACHING DEMOCRACY IN OUR SCHOOLS 
 

Submitted by the ATF Executive Council and Organizing Team: Ellen Bernstein (ATF), Sean Thomas (Eldorado HS), 
Sarah Hager (Cleveland MS), Derek Villanueva (Manzano HS), Dwayne Norris (ATF), Tanya Kuhnee (Eldorado HS), 
Jason Krosinsky (McKinnley MS), Sonya Romero Smith (Lew Wallace ES) Loyola Cortinas (Tierra Antigua ES), Angela 
Reynolds, (NE Diagnostic Center), Sara Attleson (Kennedy MS), Chelsea O’Connell (John Baker ES), Rachael Sonia 
(Garfield MS), Rose Schiowitz (Eugene Field ES), Ben Temkin (Ernie Pyle MS), Anne Pierce-Jones (AFT-NM Retirees) 
 
  

“Teachers can lead the way by making democracy the guiding philosophy in our schools, and 
by giving it the opportunity of working itself out in real life situations.” Charles H. Wesley 

 
“Democracy is not a spectator sport, it's a participatory event. If we don't participate in it, it 

ceases to be a democracy.”  Michael Moore 
 

 
WHEREAS, democracy is not a goal to be attained, but a way of working that requires grass 

roots, “bottom-up”, action and must be experienced and co-created; and 
 
WHEREAS, public schools are the cornerstones of democracy in the United States and must 

serve as training grounds for informed, participatory decision-making; and 
 
WHEREAS, empowered students are vehicles for positive change in their school and community 

and must be instructed in the process of participatory government; and 
 
WHEREAS, democratic participation through voting and volunteerism are great needs of our 

community, city, state, and nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, consensus building and social responsibility are necessary to save our democracy 

and reinvigorate it for future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, respectful dialogue, cooperation, and compromise are often not evidenced on our 

larger political landscape; and 
 
WHEREAS, civics education has been eroded by test-based school culture and we are seeing the 

negative results of this in the low numbers of youth voters and community action; and 
 
WHEREAS, the goal of unionism is to promote democracy in present and future workplaces; and 
 
WHEREAS, the New Mexico Constitution calls for our state and its schools to operate bilingually 

and real culturally responsive pedagogy must be rooted in multilingualism, 
multiculturalism, and student empowerment; and 

 



WHEREAS, educator autonomy in the choice of instructional materials and strategies is 
essential in meeting the needs of our diverse student populations; and 

 
WHEREAS, democracy must include respect for social institutions, their upkeep and reform; and 
 
WHEREAS, Albuquerque Teachers Federation believes in and utilizes the power of each 

worksite’s Instructional Council to foster democratic decision-making in our schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Article 7 of the APS/ATF Negotiated Agreement includes community, classified staff, 

and student involvement in our Instructional Councils; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need to revitalize our neighborhood schools through collaboration of staff, 

students, and the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current pandemic has shone a light on not only the inequities of wealth in our 

country, but the resulting inequities of power based on class and race; and 
 
WHEREAS, students learn best by doing. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Albuquerque Teachers Federation will advocate for: 

• A student council at every Middle and High School with representatives elected to work 
in collaboration with staff through our Instructional Councils; 

• Civics instruction at all grade levels; 
• Participatory democracy activities as part of the New Mexico Social Studies Standards; 
• The re-establishment of peer mediation in all elementary schools; 
• All students to have time during and after school to debate the problems of their 

schools and communities and to participate in self-generated service learning projects; 
• Democratic, anti-racist curriculum based in critical thinking and culturally responsive 

pedagogy; 
• Multilingualism as the foundation of culturally relevant pedagogy; 
• Social studies classes scheduling regular field trips to democratic institutions such as 

Board of Education, City Council, and State Legislative meetings; 
• Student written newsletters; 
• Restorative Practices and Social Emotional Learning as the foundations of our classroom 

management and discipline policies; 
• Discussions between students, elected officials, and community activists as a vital 

component of guest speakers in our classrooms; 
• Shared responsibilities between staff, students, and community for maintaining our 

school grounds; 
• Broader curricular choices for all students; 
• Educator autonomy in the selection of materials and strategies used in our classrooms.  

 
 
SOURCES: 
Democratic Schools: Lessons in Powerful Education (2007). Edited by Michael W. Apple & James 
A. Beane. 
National Association of Student Councils https://www.natstuco.org/ 
 
 
 


